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1 895 > As a result
of a public

feud with the father of his
lover, Lord Alfred "Bosie”
Douglas, Oscar Wildeis
prosecuted and convicted
for “gross indecency
hetween males,” Once the
most celebrated wrifer in
E‘z]p an ‘

FROM OSCAR WILDE
TO THE REV. JIMMY
CREECH, A SELECTIVE
HISTORY OF GAY AND
LESBIAN ACTIVISM
BY JOHN GALLAGHER

Humanitarian Committee,
the first gay rights group
ever, to lobhy for the re-
peal of Germany’s sodomy
law. Although he fails in
that effort, Hirschfeld
publishes some of the ear-
liest research on homosex-
uality and influences pub-
lic opinion withhis
education efforts.

‘I 92 4 » Henry tive statement on lesbian-
‘ Gerher ism, despite its downheat
forms the Society for ending.

Human Rights, the first gay

normal. Her willingness to
tackle the unpopular topic
‘leads gays and leshians to

group in the U.S, The group
is quickly shut down when

1942 o

_ the wife of a member com- moves to §an Francisco,
‘plains to police, who arrest where he begins collecting
gay-themed books that will
become the basis of the In-

ternational Gay and Leshian
Archives. Considered one of
the pioneers of gay histori-
cal scholarship, Kepnar be-
comes a major figure p




“groups in the United
~ Stafes. Although Hay
2 eveniuaily hreaks: with
- the group hecause oferi
 icismahout his Comm
. nist past, he remaing: e
~ activein gay causeseven - |
 today, helping o formthe
- Radical Faeries and par- %
i ’nmp(tinu in protests and -

in the fledgling Mattachine
Society and One Inc.

1947 witiame.

writes / Streefcar Named
Desire, 'which establishes a
gay sensibility on Broadway
and solidifies his reputation
as a playwright, Williams
later signs the initial fund-
raising letter for the Human
Rights Gampaign Fund.

Y o

should be
Udged as
ndawdwf

1 948 > Sexual
Behavior in
the Human Male, hy Al-
fred Iinsey, is pub-
lished, in which the re-
searcher concludes that
37% of American males
have had af least one gay
sexual experience to the
point of orgasm. Five
years later Kinsey publish-
es his report on women,
which puts the compara-

- ble figure at 13%.

2 1950 :;iyafrhr;:ds‘ '

the Mattachine Society, = |

one o the earliest ga

" psychological difference

: ,pubhshes Giovamni’s Room,

| one of the first mainstrean

| novelsto expraregay
~ themesopenly.

'*1957zmﬂ"

the National Institute of
Mental Health, psycholo-
gist Evelyn Hooler
hegins to study the psy-
chological adjustment of
gay men, A straight

woman, Hooker is helped A
in her research by agay
friend. Her research con-

cludes that thereisno

hetween heternsexual'an
homosexual men,

1 955 it

partner, Phyllis Lyon,

along with six other women, -

form the Daughters of Bilitis,
the first national leshian
group in the U.S. Two of the
most important leaders for
leshian rights this century,
Martin and Lyon have been
involved in a range of organi-
zations and have written
two books together; Les-
hian/Womanand Leshian
Love and Liberation,

>>Poet Allen Ginsherg

recites How/at public read-
ingsin San Francisco. An

 Ginsherg appears on fhe sec-
: ,__omi night of the Stonewall

VE!Y THE ﬂNIﬂHETGI Li |

an astronomer with the Us.

Army, is fired from fiis job |

because e is gay, starting
Kameny on a fireless, life-
long battle for gay rights.

achapter of the Matta-

- chine Society in Washing-
fon, D.C., goingsofarasto
end a copy of the group's
sletter o FBI director

, Edgar Hoover. The first

- openly gay congressional

candidate (in 1971), Kame-
ny is also a founder of the
National Gay Task Force.
With his endless organizing
and willingness to confront
public officials, Kameny
has, in the words of Com-
pletely Queer: The Gay and
Leshian Encyclopedia, “an
impact on virtually every
facet of the gay rights
movement."

1998 i

starts an East Coast chap-

- ter of the Daughters of
 Bilitis in New York City,

Gittings goes on to fight
employment discrimination
against government em-
ployees and, along with
Franklin Kameny, is instru-
mental in forcing the
American Psychiatric As-

- saciation to remove homo-
. sexuality from ifs list of
drsorders in 1974,

19635

helps Martin Luther King Jr. |
orqani'zethe;marchun

| gay sexuality in hooks. -

b themes, inc[uding his Bertin

Wéshington for civil rights.

“has heen advising King
-~ since 1955, is one of the
| . first leaders to call fora
In 1961 Kameny helps faund |
|- forcivil rights that mc!udes
- gay rights. -
- > [Drawing on his own expe- :
- riences, J.th‘_l‘_l_,!e;hy e
- publishes his novel Gity of ;', ;
- Night, Detailing the sexual -
-~ underground, the hook leads-

The openly gay Rustin, who

comprehensive movement -

to a new openness ahout

'I 96 4 >>Da\r|d
Haockney
moves to California. Always . |-
comfortable ahout letting
his sexual orientation be
known, the British-horn- =~
artist regularly speaks out
against censorshipand
antigay legislation,
>>Jane Rule publishes
Desert of the Hearf, anovel |
ahout leshian love setona
dude ranch, making her one
of the most prominent les-
hian leaders in Canada.
Rule eventually publishes
seven novels and five col-
lections of short staries
and essays.
>»Christopher Isher-
wood’s novel 4 Single Man
appears, in which the
British-born writer de-
scribes a day in the life of a
gay man, minus the despair
and angst usually associat-
ed with gay novels. Starting
in the 1930, Isherwood
writes works with gay
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Storiesand culminating.

with the autobiographical
Christopher and His Kindin
1976. In 1999 Isherwood's

* papers are donated fo the

Huntington Library i.n--;

‘(:ahfomia

: 1967 »Dick

Michaels,

' BillRand,andSam =

- Winston found The Advo-

- cafein Los Angeles. An off-

. shoot of anewsletter about

: .Zpulic'e harassment, the first

| issugisprinted lafe at night

_inthe basement of the ABC

j -T-Waffllla’resufﬁcas andis
-~ only 12 pages fong, Within-

- three years, the magazme

' goes natjonal as the

“Newspaper of Amenca s

: Humnuhlle commumty 2l

'19682$$W1;

yanf, the autobiography of ;

- Quentin Crisp,ispub-
- lished in England fo mixed
S reviews. Eight yearslater
il :af:lm version s broadcast
| onpublic television in the

United Stafes, drawing

“enormous attention and :
 launching Grisp on a career
- ‘asaane-man public arbiter
.;'f'-'of'wit and style‘. A

‘219693&33*”

=ront forms in New York -

Ctly in the wake of the
- Stonewall Inn riots. A free-

form collective that aligns
itself with the leftist
movements of the time,
GLF finds its strongest
voices in Jim Fouratt
and Martha Shelley,
who help set the philoso-
phy for the group.
»Morris Kight helps
launch the Gay Liberation
Front in Los Angeles, A
veteran of antiwar pro-
tests, Kight is inspired to
come out by the Stonewall
uprising. In 1972 Kini 1.
along with Don i<ilhefner
and John Vincent p
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Platania, help found the
Los Angeles Gay Communi-
ty Services Center.
>»Judy Grahn starts a
mimeograph press in 0ak-
land that becomes the
Women's Press Gollective,
A participant in early gay
rights protests, Grahn
emerges as a key leshian
theorist with the publica-
tion ten years later of
Another Mother Tongue:
Gay Words, Gay Worlds,
»> Unablz to find a publisher,
Isabel Miller prints 1,000
copies of Patience and
Sarahand sells the novel on
the street and at Daughters
of Bilitis meetings.

» Marty

1 970 Rohinson,

Arthur Evans, Jim
Owles, and others form
the Gay Activists Alliance in
New York City. With a goal
of pushing for a nondiscrim-
ination hill, the group zaps
(a term Robinson coins) lib-
eral politicians and reigns
for several years as the
leading gay organization in
the city
>> Bella Abzug hecomes
one of the first politicians to
seek the gay vote when she
speaks at a Gay Activists
Alliance meeting in Manhat-
tan, (In 3an Francisco,
Dianne Feinstein takesa
 similar stance.) Abzug be-
comes a proponent of gay
. :nghfs in Washmgtnn, senr-

- sparking a debate ahout -
: Ieshlan "Jrrﬂuence" inthe

i her apartment in New:
 York Gity three years later, |
- | > Rita Mae Brown's
e Rubyﬁ'uﬂfung!e is pub-~
- lished by a: small femmlst ik
e 'press hutsales areso: ‘
 strong that Bantam buys |

L’thenghfs to publish the:
: naperha kversmn whtch

tersof Jifitismeeting,

Homosexual.” A prominent
journalist and later biogra-
pher of presidents Truman
and Lyndon Johnson, Miller
hecomes one of the first
major public figures to
come out.

>>Tom Stoddard writes
the first gay rights bill to

be introduced in the New: ﬁA_
-~ York City council. It fails,

hut Stoddard continues fo -
advocate on legal issues as:
a lawyer for the New York -
chapter of the ACLU and. -
later as director of the
Lambda Legal Defense and'
Education Fund,
»>Jonathan

1 972 Ned Katz

presents Coming Out! a gay
political play, at the Gay
Activists Alliance Firehouse.
Katz goes on to publish Gay
American History, a major
landmark in gay studies,
three years later.
>»John Waters's Pink
Flamingos debuts. The Bal-
timore-horn filmmaker in-
troduces a gay edge to U.S,
cinema that includes drag
queen Divine and the cele-
bration of had faste.

>> Barhara

1973 cicras

her partner, Donna
McBride, along with
Anyda Marchant and
Muriel Crawford, form
Naiad Press in order to pub-

 lish leshian literature.
>>Joan Nestle,amemher- :

'»Lawyerwnham :

Greg Dawsan, found the i
-~ National Gay Task Force. |
i Huward Bmwn, head of
- New York Gity's Health

Gl >>PuelAdnenneR|ch

- nist Liberation, a sepa-

| three years later, to he-

7 i liaison Midge Costanza.

e seffs state legislature, mak-

i openlygay or leshian:
- statewide official in the na-
'hun.Amam‘h fater, Allan. |

Thom helps found Lambda
Legal Defense Fund (later
Lambda Legal Befense and
Education Fund).

»>Bruce Voeller anda
_handful of other activists, :
mcludmg Ron Gold and.

Servic% nﬁmmistratmn,

wins the National Book
Award for Diving lnm m.e ;
Wreck, s

»>>Upset that women are
heing overlooked in the
movement, Jean 0'Leary
helps found Leshian Femi-

ratists group. She goes on,
nume cochair of NGTF and

s among those present in
1977 at the first meeting of
gay activists in the White
House, with presidential

1 97 4 »Elaine
Nobleis
elected to the Massachu-

ing her the first elected

- senator lected two Years.
 earlier, comes out, Spear,

who announces his refire-
ment in 1899, becomes the
- driving force behind the
passage of the siate’s gay

- rights law,

> Patricia Nell Warren
- publishes e anﬁi’unnef;
33 est-selling novel ahuut

‘cnachanda munner,

 sties the Air Forcefordis-

ehargmg him because fels

gay,ami the Army begins to.

. pursue discharge pmceed- ;:’
. ings against openly gay

P 'ry-Watkms.

judge orders the Air Force. [
to reinstate Matlovich. The -

Air Force offers the former

sergeant a $160,000 settle-

ment instead, which Mat-
lovich accepts, Watkins
eventually wins his battle as
well. The rulings pave the
way for other successful
challenges fo the military
policy, including one by
sailor I<eith Meinhold in
the 1990s.
»» Dave IKopay comes out
ina newspaper inferview in
the Washington Star, The
former NFL running back
hecomes the first profes-
sional team sports athlete
to come out,

19763ﬂﬁr
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T Derék Jannan'deb.ufs

« his feature film Sebastiane,
ahout the saintof that
-name with whom, in Jar- -~
-~ man’sversion, Emperor
 Diocletian wasinlove.
| Jarman becomes one of the.
. most mﬂuenf;a! voicesin

ads. iw,r chapter of
,.the National ﬂrganiza
tion for Women in the -
| fight against Anita.
",'-_jBryant’s anﬁgay cam-
- paign in Dade County,
Fla. Aﬂer her election as:
president of the natwnal'

b Harvey MI“( is
“elected to the San’ o7
Francisco hoard of su-
pervisors, becoming its
first openly gay member.
With his motto “You

have to give them hope,”
Milk comes to symholize
the growing political

clout of gays across the
country. One year later

he is assassinated by
former supervisor Dan
White.

»> Rohert Mapple-
thorpe opens an exhibi-

tion of his homoerotic

photos in Manhattan, In

1989, the year of his

death from AIDS com- p
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plications, Mapplethorpe
becomes the center of
controversy when an ex-
hibit of his work in Wash-
ington, D.C., is canceled be-
cause it contains sexually
explicit photos, prompting a
public debate about art and
censorship.

>>Michael Denneny
serves as a founding editor
of Christopher Streef, a gay
literary magazine. The first
openly gay book editor in
New Yorlc City, Denneny
loses his job at Macmillan
as a result and moves to

S, Martin's, where he pub-
lishes a range of gay au-
thors, including Randy
Shilts, whose books are
rejected elsewhere,

-I 98 0 >>With finan-
cial backing
from Reaublican Dallas
Coors and Advacate pub-
lisher David Goodstein,
among others, Steve En-
dean, Jim Foster, and
Larry Bye help launch the
Human Rights Gampaign
Fund.
» Tom Waddell, a
physician and former
Olympic athlete, forms San
Francisco Arts and Athlet-
ics with the intention of
heginning the first Gay
Games. The first Games

5 are helitin San Franciscu

The ¢ :isters of PerﬂE't-'

 to.awarld in which gay
i penple make and keep

- cummnmems to.one an-:
 otherinstead of despamng
 over their homosexuality,
> Tenn chammnn Billie |

subway stations, Within a
few years he is heralded as
one of the leading young
artists of his time. Before
his death from AIDS compli-
cations in 1990, he be-
comes an AIDS activist,
contributing artwork to
fund AGT UP’s mission.

» Vito Russo publishes
The Gelluloid Closef, a his-
fory of gay themes in film.
A member of the Gay Ac-
tivists Alliance in the early.

1970s, Russo influences the. |

mances on Bruadway an
: mtredunmq theatergne

1982

 Jean King is outed when
Marilyn Barnett brings a
palimony suit against her.
Although King at first de-
nies that she had a relation-
ship with Barnett, she
eventually admits to it.
With time, she emerges as
an eloguent supporter of
gays and leshians in profes-
sional sports and as a
hacker of the Gay Games.
- »» Mathilde I{rim, a
researcher at Memorial
Sloan-Kettering Cancer
‘Center in New York City,
begins working on the first
‘case of AIDS. She is spurred
on fo speak out about the
disease and to call for fur-
‘ther research, Two years
- [ater the American Founda-
tion for AIDS Research is
furmed with Krim as its
( hmrwoman.

>> Michael

i Hardwu:k :
 isarrestedby Atlanta
police in his own homefor

- | man. Heappeals his case =
‘| Supreme Gourt, which
fawina 54 yote.

1 % Poet Audre Lertie pub-
ishes her autobiography,

“of herself as a leshian. Untal

| 1992, Lordes one of the

- Ethics Committee recom-

- manded for having sex wﬂil

- how coalition,” which in-
Sl Jcludes gays and leshians.

having sex with another
“all the way to the U.S.

upholds Georgia's sodomy

"-ﬁml. A New Spelling of My
ame, In WhIBh she de-

“hter death from. cancerin:

ds’f ce!ebra’rad leshian.

- mends that he be repn- o

amale page. Théfi_rst open
ly gay member of Congress,
Studds goes on fo fakea
leading role concerning gay
and AIDS issues. :
> [Caren Thompson
begins the battletowin
custody of her lover of four
years, Sharon Kowalski,
who is left a quadriplegic |
with brain damage aftera

car accident, After Kowal--
ski's father, Donald, forhids
Thompson to visithis =~
daughter, Thompson begins
alengthy court battle that

named Kowalski's legal
guardian in 1991,

1 984 » Virginia
Uribe he-
gins Project 10, a program
to support gay and leshian
students, in a Los Angeles
high schoal, The project
eventually spreads to the
entire Los Angeles school
district,
>>In his presidential cam-
paign, the Rev. Jesse
Jackson calls for a “rain-

5 Susue Brlght starts On

- Uursacks,a es :an ern ic -
: magazme =

: 1 985 »Michae_
e Callen.

- helps found the People
- With AIDS Goalition in Ne

2 Gbramc!eand a formel
culminates with her being |~ i
| vocate, Shilts is hailed by
- his peers for his invesfiga-

_Yurk_ Glty.'ﬂallen. who wa

lnpmen% nﬂll‘? dmgs,

Cleve. .lunes, aSan
Francisco actwist. uume
with the idea of agian
quilt to hnnnrmosa who
have died of AIDS compli
cations.. The idea comes {
'_frultmn twn xears later
when Jones latinches the

0, a damning account of
the political abaihy that

carrespunderrt for The Ad--

tive skills. In 1993, the
year hefore his death,
Shilts publishes Conduct
Unbecoming, a history of
gays in the military,

» Paul

1988 nonee

publishes two books about
the AIDS epidemic, Bor-
rowed Time: An AIDS Mem-
oirand Love Alone: Eigh-
teen Elegies for Rog.
Although Monette had
written popular novels
with gay characters p
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. rod for conservative attack
~and a subject of praise
i amnngme gruwmg numbers

prior to this, the appear-
ance of the two books,
along with his National Book
Award—winning Becoming
aMan: Half a Life Story
(1992), marks him as one of
the most eloquent chroni-
clers of the devastation
caused hy AIDS,

»Torie Oshorn takes
over as head of the Los
Angeles Gay and Lesbian
Community Services Center.
A veteran activist who
worked to defeat the Brigos
initiative to ban gay teach-
ersin California in 1978,
Oshorn goes on to head the
National Gay and Lesbian
Task Force.

'I (]89 »>Gahriel

Y Rotello
cofounds JutiWeek, a gay
magazine, in New York City,
with Sarah Pettit coming
aboard as arts editor and
Michelangelo Signo-
rile as columnist, With its
brash, cutting-edge atti-
tude, the magazine soon
ignites a national debate
ahout the merits of outing
closeted gays.

»>Lesléa Newman's
Heather Has Two Mommies,
a hook about leshian parent-
ing, is published. Along with
Michael Willhoite’s
Daddy’s Roommate, it
quickly becomes a lightning

- ing her as the one of the

; Aﬂer Glgﬂtun dlsanpnmt

- gays m the military, Mix-

_dlrec’rnr of the Leshian.
Community Project, and
other activistsin Oregon |
successfully beatbacka |

>» At the age of 67, Mar-
vin Liebman, founder of
such conservative groups
as Young Americans for
Freedom, comes out in an
open letter to his friend
William F. Buckley. ;
>>Eve Kosofsky Sedg-
wiclc publishes Episfemol-
ogy of the Closef, establish:

preeminent voices in the'
field of queer studies.

‘I 991 >>Historian
Martin
Duberman estahlishes
the Center for Leshian and
Gay Studies at the City Uni-
versity of New York. A lead-
ing intellectual in the move-
ment, Duberman was among
the founding members of
such groups as Lambda
Legal Defense and the Na-
tional Gay Task Force.
>>Tennis great Martina
Navratilova comes out in
an interview on national
television. She becomes a
spokeswoman for gay
rights, tackling the Penta-
gon's ban on gays in the
military and homophohia in
professional sports,

'I 992 > I.d. lang
comes outina

cover story in The Advocafe.

>>David Mixner, an

openly gay political consul-
tant, heads the effort to

 shore up gay support for |
: ,_Democrat Bill Glinton, help-

ing to raise millions for the
re.smenhat candtdate. !

) Ilﬁ the Pentagun han on

oufside the Wmte House
-{Dunna Red Wing,

balot meastre that would

serveas assisfant secre-
tary of i{uusmg and Urban
~ Development afteragruel-
-~ ing Senate dehate during
which Sen. Jesse Helms of - |

ban nondiscrimination pro-
tections for gay people.

»> Boh Hattay, an openly
gay palitical consultant
with AIDS, speaks at the
Demaocratic National Gon-

- vention. After the election,
._Haﬂuy is appumted assis-

vrsnrs, is approved to

North Carolina calls her a
“damned leshian.” Achten-

berg's appointment makes

her the highest-ranking
openly gay person to serve
in an administration up
until that time.

; >>Dorathy Hajdfs-

Holman moves the crowd

- at the gay march on Wash-

ington with a speech ahout
her son, Allen Schindler,
a sailor who was beaten to
death hy two shipmates in
Octoher 1992, Hajdys-

service personnel.

~»Jamie Nahozny drops.

out of school in Ashiand,

| Wis,, after suffering years
| of mental and physical
“f abuse at the hands of class-
- mates because he s gay,
“Because administrators re-
fused to help him after he

complained, Nahozny sues

- the district: In 1396 the dis-
. frict pays him $300,000in -

damaes after a federal
jury rules that school offi-
cials “intentionally discrim-
inated” against Nahozny
hecause he is gay.

199

>>0lympic
gold medal
diver Greg Louganis -
comes out at the Gay
Games in New York City.
The following year he re-
veals in his autobiography

| that he s also HIV-positive.
| ! -1 Holmangoesontospeakat |

eotor, | rallies and loby [egisiators
e | foranendtothebanongay
1 993 *>Roberta |

JuU Achten-

rg, amember of the San |
- Francisco board of super-

>>PedruZamora i

- appears asacastmember .~
onthe MTV show The Real

Warld. HIV-positive since

. age17, the openly gay
' Zamoraraises national
~ awareness for AIDS and gay

issues. He dies af the end of

the year,at theage of 24,
! ‘:ufcumphcalmnsfrnmthe
; ‘-dlsease o s :

' 1996 >»Gncmmse!s‘ 5
i DanFoley =
- and Evan Wolfsonwina

~ landmark decision froma
- Hawaii court when it holds

that gay couples can he

- married, The case, current-
‘| Iy pending an appeal before
the state supreme court,
- was brought by three cou-
ples: Joe Melillo and
- Pat Lagon, Ninia
. Baehrand Genora

Dancel, and Tammy
Rodrigues and
Antoinette Pregil.

1998wl

elected to Congress, the
first openly gay or leshian

- candidate ever towina

first-time election to the
House of Representatives.
>>Paul Fuller, an an-
tiques dealer in Waldohoro,
Maine, walks across the
state to encourage opposi-
tion to a hallot measure to
han ay rights; the measure
is passed by voters,

»>The Rev. Jimmy
Creechis cleared of
charges in a Methodist
Ghurch trial that he violat-
ed church doctrine by mar-
rying a gay couple. Despite
the victory, however,
Greech loses his job ¢ as-
tor of an Omaha church, B
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